Childhood immunizations. Policies, problems, and remedies.
Attaining full immunization coverage, particularly for those younger than 2 years of age, is a critical investment in the well-being and future of this nation's children. Unfortunately, not all children receive this health protective intervention equally or on a timely basis. The measles epidemic of 1989-1991 caused much concern to providers, parents, and government officials and focused the spotlight on this major healthcare issue. Those involved began to question the adequacy of federal immunization laws and the effectiveness of existing immunization programs. This article examines both significant former healthcare policy/legislation focused on childhood immunizations and current concerns regarding childhood immunizations in the United States, and offers a broad range of suggestions for future policy/practice modifications to address these concerns.